13 March 1973 



Dear Harold: 

It seems clear from your 86 of March 9 that you 
need no advice from this distance but would like to check reactions 
against your own*. As we have to go out today, 1*11 try to 
summarize what we*ve thought of and get it on its way. 

When the S0?M read your account, she put it down 
and said casually that it looks like the stranded waif approach 
had not worked mid that this was another from another angle, 
aimed at your understandable interest in publication, recognition 
and money. We tried to analyze the reasons for this feeling, 
and always come back, to the central point we*ve been trying to 
make recently, that the interest in you is not in where you*v e 
been but in where you* re going. Me assume that all those 
involved in the shuimen mystery know things which are not yet 
known outside and which cannot be allowed to become known, and 
that the basic problem for them is to find out how close you 
may be to this central core of information and what you may be 
thinking of doi^g about |.t* This implies two general 
possibilities: 1, that the interest comes from a very high 

level or, 2, that it reflects the concern of a lesser individual 
or group of associates, such as one you believe was much 
interested in youjxfcaqctibi# as a writer in 1965 and who now 
could have just as much interest again, because of current 
events, as he probably knows you have in him, I*m not 
suggesting that when the man appears from Hew Xork he*ll be 
wearing a red wig, but that he could have been set in motion 
by some such individual with an individual problem, or a 
group connected with such an individual. 

On the basis of what you have said, it seems here 
that you are left with very little middle ground in dealing 
with this. Either it is as the man says, or he*s been assigned. 
Nothing apparent in between. We feel there is a definite 
possibility that he crops up just at this time for i)erfectly 
straightforward reasons; this is a special area where 
little seems to happen except under strange and puzzling 
curcumstances, so that cast to the picture has to be allotted 
a certain element of noimiality and not taken too seriously. 

However we do find some unexplained elements, which 1*11 get 
to below, but object most fetrongly to the timing, as there 
seems to have been enough time for the Hew Xork expedition to 
have been mounted since you told the last approach to put up 
or shut up. If so, this connotes an anxiety to get another 
approach started which we find distubring. Your problem, 
therefore includes dealing smoothly with this second venture 
without scaring it off, arousing suspicion, and thereby 
inviting some other variety of attention to you, Lil, or 
both of you. We feel this is serious. 

The names are unknown to us. The individual 
name sounds synthetic, possibly reminiscent of a fondness 
for playing with names that has cropped up before in this 
whole picture. 
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* natural questions i If* this is a late—blooiaing 

interest in the assasStinations, is its lateness 

explained to your satisfaction ? If the interest has 
been there all along, why has no previous contact been made 
with you ? When did he read Whitewash ? Why was contact 
made through Bud and Jim ? Are the actions of both of them 
clear in your mind and do they stack ? 



It»s clear that you*ve been asking yourself these 
same questions, which reflect no more than normal curiosity 
about angles that need explaining* Nor is it paranoid to 
wonder about the timing, both with respect to the possible 
collapse and cancellation of operation stranded waif Anri the 
growing danger sm on the hill of further embarrassing 
facts being brought out into the light. Another witness or 
two like the last one and the fat could be in the fire* 

There's got to be something enormously important, which none 
of us knows, and which still has to be protiicted and con*- 
cealed. If we were in their fix we would want to cover all 
bases possible. One can't safely assume otherwise* 

As I said, you seem to have little choice but to play 
it as coolly as possible. You operate openly. Therefore your 
trail thus far is clear to anyone who really wants to know. 
What remains unknown is where you're headed, your potential in 
this situation, which I believe is a very critical one. 

You'll know what to do. 



Best, 



jdw 




